Oestrogen receptors in canine mammary tumours.
One hundred and twenty-nine canine mammary tumours of varying histological types were examined for the presence of oestrogen binding protein by the dextran-coated charcoal method with the binding parameters of the reaction determined by Scatchard plots. By this method, 39 per cent of the 129 mammary tumours were shown to contain oestrogen receptor protein. This figure fell to 25 per cent for benign tumours and rose to 52 per cent for malignant tumours. There was no correlation between the histological nature of tumours and oestrogen receptor content in either benign or malignant forms. Oestrogen receptors were not demonstrable in normal mammary tissues. Whether the presence of oestrogen receptors in a tumour is indicative of hormonal dependence as is reported for human breast tumours is being investigated in the bitch.